Ed.D. in Curriculum Studies
Key Assessment 2 (Content): Written Candidacy Exam


	In order to be formally admitted to candidacy, doctoral students must pass a Candidacy Examination.  The written portion of the examination serves as a Key Assessment for the Ed.D. in Curriculum Studies. This examination must be passed within five years after the completion of the first course in the doctoral program of study following admission to the program.  The content of the examination will cover three blocks:  Core, Research, and Strand/Concentration areas.  To demonstrate competency for doctoral level research, candidates must be able to identify and analyze fundamental issues in the field of curriculum studies, articulate and interpret the historical, political, and sociological contexts of curriculum, examine significant issues relating to the individual program of study, and discuss and evaluate major approaches to empirical research. An overall score of “2” is required for admission to candidacy.
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	Performance Indicator
	Unacceptable (1)
	Acceptable (2)
	Target (3)
	Score

	1. Doctoral Core
	Discussion of curriculum issues was lacking in detail, accuracy and/or logic; Related historical, political and/or sociological factors are not accurately addressed.
	Thoroughly and logically discussed issues in the field of curriculum studies and addressed their impact on past, present, and future curriculum decisions; accurately addressed historical, political and sociological factors related to the topics discussed.
	Insightfully examined fundamental issues in the field of curriculum studies and provided an exceptional analysis of their impact on past, present, and future of curriculum decisions; Thoroughly and accurately articulated the historical, political and sociological factors influencing the topics addressed.
	   
1  2  3

	2. Strand-Specific Content
	The discussion of ideological, technical and operational issues of curriculum is inadequate or irrelevant; the review of research is inaccurate or incomplete.

	Discussed the ideological, technical and operational issues of curriculum in the context of personal and professional educational experience; provided a thorough review of relevant research.

	Provided an insightful, critical analysis of the interconnections between the ideological, technical and operational issues of curriculum in the context of personal and professional educational experience; provided a comprehensive review of relevant research and described the development of her/his own position in the field of curriculum studies.
	
   1  2  3

	3. Research and Inquiry
	The discussion of empirical inquiry is inaccurate and or irrelevant to the doctoral research interests.
	Accurately discussed the major approaches to empirical research and explored the applicability of these approaches to doctoral research interests.

	Thoroughly and accurately examined and evaluated major approaches to empirical research, including philosophical and procedural foundations, and the applicability of these approaches to doctoral research interests.
	  
   1  2  3

	4. Writing 
	The writing is not representative of doctoral level inquiry. Errors in the use of spelling, grammar, sentence structure, and APA format detract from clarity and flow.
	The writing is organized and approaches doctoral level inquiry. Most conventions of spelling, grammar, sentence structure, and current APA format are followed consistently.
	The writing is organized, well developed, and fully representative of doctoral-level inquiry. All conventions of spelling, grammar, sentence structure, and current APA format were followed consistently.
	
   1  2  3

	                                                                                                                                          TOTAL:

	                7 and below = 1       8 - 10 = 2         11-12 = 3                                            OVERALL:



