
Ed.D. in Curriculum Studies

Key Assessment 3: Planning
General Description
Candidates will develop a research Prospectus that deals with a significant issue. Candidates will use their knowledge of research methodology, content, and written literature to develop the Prospectus. Its complete text will include: Introduction, Literature Review, and Methodology chapter. 
Upon successful completion of the Prospectus Defense (minimum 12 points), the candidate will obtain permission from the Dissertation Committee to begin to collect data, analyze data, and represent data if it is applicable in the rest of the dissertation chapters. Those candidates who choose to develop a theoretical dissertation will proceed to complete the rest of the dissertation chapters. If a candidate fails to meet the criteria, the Prospectus should be defended again in face-to-face or internet format.
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	Performance
Indicator
	Unacceptable (1)
	Acceptable (2)
	Target (3)
	Score

	Justification
	The study is not positioned within the field of Curriculum Studies. No or inadequate connections are made to social, political, cultural, and personal/professional contexts.
	The study is positioned within the field of Curriculum Studies with adequate reference to social, political, cultural, and personal/professional contexts.
	The study is positioned within the field of Curriculum Studies by providing  profound social, political, cultural, and personal/ professional contexts.
	




1 2 3

	Purpose and Research Questions
	The purpose and research questions are not clearly formulated. 
	Appropriate purpose and research questions are formulated showing adequate relation to the topic of the study. 
	The purpose and research questions are formulated with a clear and logical plan for the inquiry. 
	


1 2 3

	Literature Review
	The literature review is poorly written and shows a partial analysis of the relevant scholarly literature. Major issues and gaps in the literature are not identified. 
	The literature review is proficiently written and shows an in-depth analysis of the relevant scholarly literature. The literature review identifies major issues and gaps in the literature.
	The literature review is scholarly written and shows a thorough analysis of the relevant scholarly literature. The literature review is closely connected to the purpose and research questions and identifies major issues and gaps in the curriculum field. 
	






1 2 3


	Methodology
	The plan for the study is not clearly described. One or more of the following elements are not described clearly: theoretical framework, research procedures, data sources, data collection and analysis.  
	A proficient plan for the study is presented with the following elements: a theoretical framework, research procedures, data sources, data collection and analysis, and research. All elements are described adequately. 
	A clear plan for the study is presented with the following elements: a theoretical framework, research procedures, data sources, data collection and analysis, and research. All elements are described in detail.
	



1 2 3

	Quality of Narration
	All sections of the prospectus are not logically connected.
	All sections of the planned inquiry are connected adequately. 
	All sections of the prospectus are logically connected.
	

1 2 3

	Conventions and Style
	The Prospectus has errors in of the current APA format, word usage, sentence structure, and grammar that interfere with clarity and flow. 
	Most conventions of APA style, spelling, grammar, and sentence structure are followed consistently. 
	All conventions of the current APA format, spelling, grammar, and sentence structure are followed consistently. 
	



1 2 3

	
Total: _____/18__

Overall: __________
         Unacceptable(1)                                              Acceptable (2)                              Target (3)
0-11                                                            12-  15                                      16-18


								
